Emma Louise Lawrance Bankston
July 13, 1932 - July 30, 2020

Emma Louise Lawrance Bankston, known as Lou, Purl, Mom, and Grandmother, died at
age 88 on July 30, 2020, after a short illness. She was born in McComb, MS, on July 13,
1932, the only child of Ben and Zola Lawrance.
Lou was raised all over the state of Mississippi as her father was a Methodist minister.
She had lots of stories about growing up in the parsonage which she loved to tell. From
Woolmarket to Heidelberg to Silver City to Sumrall to Leakesville, Lou knew the whole
state by the time the Lawrances moved to Edwards, MS for her senior year of high school.
It was in Edwards where Lou found a lifelong group of girlfriends who met annually for a
party until well into the 2000s. It was also while living in Edwards that she met and fell for
Miller Bankston who lived on a farm nearby. She didn't let Miller interrupt her studies,
however, and graduated Valedictorian from Edwards High School in 1950.
Lou moved on to Southern, now University of Southern Mississippi, where she majored in
Home Economics. She was also a member of the Alpha Sigma Alpha Sorority. She
worked in the Math Department while attending Southern, a source of some jokes as math
was not one of her strongest areas of expertise, and she liked to tell stories of her work in
the Math Department in her later years. Lou graduated in the top four of the 1954
graduating class at Southern.
Lou finally married Miller Bankston in Edwards in June of 1954. They were married until
Miller's death in February of this year. They lived in Natchez, Raymond, and finally settled
in Laurel, MS in 1963. They had three children who Lou loved dearly. She stayed home
raising her children for many years. During this time, she was an active member of the
Laurel Junior Auxiliary as well as an active member of Franklin Methodist Church where
she participated in the MSCW and as a Sunday School Teacher. She was also the Girl
Scout Troup Leader for Troop 199.
Finally, Lou got a job outside the home teaching art at Jones Junior High. Another funny
turn of life as Lou had no actual art experience. She quickly gained art experience and art
education and became a great art teacher. She later left Jones Junior High School for
Laurel Christian School. She finally retired from teaching completely in 1995.
After her retirement, in addition to being a very active grandmother, Lou was a docent at
the Lauren Rogers Museum of Art as well as Sunday School teacher and active Circle

member at First United Methodist Church. She and Miller truly enjoyed their retirement
together.
Lou was a free spirit who loved bright colors and daisies. She loved people and was a
semi-professional talker. She expected her children and grandchildren to behave, but she
loved them without question. And she and Miller enjoyed a timeless love story. She was
truly one of a kind and will be missed greatly.
Lou is survived by her children David Bankston, Lawran Richter, and Barbara Behrends
and their spouses Beth, Mark, and John respectively. She is also survived by the
grandchildren she enjoyed so much: Sarah Bankston, Rebecca Behrends Vander Linde,
Ben Bankston, Shannon Richter, and Jeremy Richter. She found much joy in her last
years with her great grandchildren Jacey English, John Vander Linde, and Henry Vander
Linde.
There will be a graveside service for Lou Bankston on Friday, August 7, at 10:00 a.m. at
Lake Park Hills Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, please make donations to the Lauren Rogers
Museum of Art or the First Methodist Church of Laurel. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
please wear a face mask and practice social distancing.
To sign the online guest book, visit www.memorychapellaurelcom.
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Comments

“

I am just now hearing of her death. She was my Girl Scout leader for 10 years,
helping me in so very many ways. I have wonderful memories of all of our camping
trips, but especially of our trip to the Bahamas. She encouraged us, pushed us to be
our best selves, and loved everyone of us. Godspeed, Mrs. Bankston.

Nicole Blair - October 10, 2020 at 01:21 PM

“

She was my mother. Also my Girl Scout leader. I never had her for a teacher since
she taught and I had taken art classes and I had taken art for years before she
became an art teacher. She was a great mother and I am thankful that she was mine!

Lawran Bankston Richter - August 29, 2020 at 05:06 PM

“

Ms. Bankston was such a delight. She taught me at Jones Jr. High. She always had
a way of making each of us feel special and loved. I still remember the last time I saw
her in town. We talked about Jones and how we'd all grown up to have children of
our own. Each year that we took our children to look at Christmas lights, I'd show the
Bankston Card and tell them stories of how kind she was to each of us. I'm so
thankful that through Jesus, we have promise of a Great Reunion someday! My
prayers are with her family and friends.

Rhonda Mitchell - August 11, 2020 at 10:34 AM

“

Lou Bankston was my art teacher at Jones Jr High. She taught me to believe in my
abilities and to have confidence in myself. She was a kind and dear soul. I am sure
she is happily reunited with her dear husband, rejoicing at the feet of her Savior.

sonya sanderson - August 03, 2020 at 06:52 PM

“

“

Thank you, Sona!
Barbara Behrends - August 05, 2020 at 09:13 PM

Mrs. Lou was one of a kind, I enjoyed her and Mr. Miller so much they will be
together now where she long to be after he departed this world. They are having a
joyous time in heaven celebrating there love together once again.

Michelle Rozek - August 02, 2020 at 09:30 PM

“

“

Thank you, Michelle!
Barbara Behrends - August 05, 2020 at 09:14 PM

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Emma Louise Lawrance
Bankston.

August 02, 2020 at 03:32 PM

“

Lou was one of the nicest people I have ever met. I worked with Miller at Sanderson
Farms. I am so sorry for your loss and pray God will comfort you during these days.

Amy Williams - August 01, 2020 at 11:14 AM

“

Thank you, Amy!
Barbara Behrends - August 05, 2020 at 09:14 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Gale Reeves - August 01, 2020 at 08:44 AM

“

Thanks for posting this, Gale! They look so happy with each other
Barbara Behrends - August 05, 2020 at 09:13 PM

