
Charles Ray Lightsey
August 18, 1939 - March 1, 2026

Charles Ray Lightsey was born August 18, 1939, in Mobile, Alabama, to Leon
and Helen Lightsey. He passed away peacefully on Sunday, March 1, 2026. 

 

Charles grew up in Mobile, Alabama, with his brother Gerald Lightsey and his
sister Geraldine Lightsey Collins (both deceased). After graduating from
Murphy High School, he attended and graduated from the University of
Southern Mississippi. While at USM, he met his future wife, Robbie
Cockerham from Greenville, Mississippi, on a blind date to the Hattiesburg
Zoo. Following graduation, Charles enlisted in the Air Force and was stationed
at Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi, Mississippi. Charles and Robbie were
married on December 30, 1962. 

 

Charles began his career with the Social Security Administration in
Birmingham, AL. He was transferred to Memphis, TN, Mobile, AL and
Jackson, MS before moving to Laurel as the manager of the Social Security
Office in September 1968. He retired in August 2000, after 40 years of service
with the Social Security Administration, to care for Robbie as she continued
her battle with cancer. He was a faithful caregiver to his wife over her 30-year
battle with lymphoma. Robbie entered heaven on October 7, 2002. 

 

Upon retirement, Charles opened a Social Security Disability business. He
took great pride in sharing his knowledge of Social Security with people in



need of guidance for disability and retirement benefits. 

Charles was a founding member of The First, A National Banking Association
in Laurel. He served on the board of directors from 1999 until 2025. Charles
devoted countless hours to the success of The First Bank. 

 

Charles is survived by his daughters Debbie Lightsey McKinley (Jonathan)
and Sarah Helen Lightsey. He is also survived by his nephews and nieces,
Mike Collins, Jerry Collins, Jerry Lightsey, Lisa Collins Stevens and Catherine
Lightsey Payne. 

Visitation will be held at Memory Chapel Funeral Home in Laurel, Mississippi,
on March 4, 2026, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. with the funeral service immediately
following. Shannon Slover, M.A.C.E., will lead the service. 

Pallbearers will be Hoppy Cole, Lowell Howell, Jonathan McKinley, Jay
Philley, Doug Seidenberg and Charlie Williams. Honorary pallbearers will be
Mike Collins, Dr. Jack Evans, Fred McMurray, Dr. Aremmia Tanious and the
Evans/Parrish Sunday School Class at First Baptist Church. Charles will be
interred at Lake Park Hills Cemetery. Memory Chapel Funeral Home is in
charge of arrangements. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to First Baptist
Church of Laurel, Mississippi, or the American Cancer Society. 

To view or sign the online guest book, visit www.memorychapellaurel.com.



Cemetery Details

Lake Park Hills Cemetery

2806 Emmy Dr.
Laurel, MS 39440

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 4. 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)

Memory Chapel Funeral Home
3100 Audubon Drive 

 P. O. Box 674
Laurel, MS 39440
(601) 428-5235
memorychapel@comcast.net
https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/

Service

MAR 4. 3:00 PM (CT)

Memory Chapel Funeral Home
3100 Audubon Drive 

 P. O. Box 674
Laurel, MS 39440
(601) 428-5235
memorychapel@comcast.net
https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/
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Lynn Long - March 06 at 04:27 PM

So sorry for your loss. He,was the kindest and sweetest person. He
will certainly be missed!!! 

  
Lynn Nelson Long

Sherman Meadows - March 06 at 08:55 AM

Charlie was a good friend and helped me in my career with SSA.

Sharon Barham - March 04 at 10:14 AM

Debbie and Sara Helen, 
I will be praying for your grief walk and specially the service today. 
Blessings , prayers and love ;, Sharon Barham

March 04 at 08:38 AM

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Charles Ray Lightsey.

https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Linda Patterson - March 03 at 08:13 PM

Deepest Sympathy Extended to Debbie and Jonathan and Family in
the Loss of Debbie s Father. 
Praying for Comfort and Peace. 
Mr. Lightsey was a devoted member of his church. 
 
Linda Patterson

Tony Cook - March 03 at 11:25 AM

Tony Cook purchased the Strength & Solace Spr
ay for the family of Charles Ray Lightsey.

Tony Cook - March 03 at 11:25 AM

Tony Cook planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Charles Ray
Lightsey.

https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

