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Born in Memphis, Tennessee to Allie Blackwell and Purvis Blackwell.
After birth he relocated to Mize, where he continued to grow up.

He returned to Laurel and attended George S. Gardiner High School. In 1956
he joined the U.S. Navy and served until 1958 on the U.S. Lowe Destroyer
during the Korean War. He also hauled oil for Texaco, and finally retired from
Laurel Machine and Foundry.

In 1958 he married Rose Hankins and they shared 64 years of marriage.
They were blessed with two sons, John Blackwell, Brent (Kelly) Blackwell, and
one grandson, Jonathan (Jessica) who was the light of his life.

He served as deacon at multiple churches for 50 years until his health
became too bad. Teaching Sunday school and working with senior citizens

driving the bus for all of their outings, and trips.

He was preceded in death by his mother, Allie Blackwell, his father Purvis, his
sister, Vera Lee Landrum, and Annie Louis Blackwell.

He is survived by his wife Rose, his sons, John and Brent, grandson



Jonathan, sisters, Mildred Henderson, and brother Melvin, wife Pat of
Louisiana.

The funeral service will be at Sharon Baptist Church with the Reverend Matt
Olson serving as pastor at 10:00 AM, with interment in Sharon First Baptist
Church Cemetery, on Friday, February the 25th. Memory Chapel Funeral
Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Pallbearers include, Atley Ledlow, Terrell Yarbrough, Howard Sims, Larry
Welborn, Jason White, and George Walters.

To sign the online guest book, please visit www.memorychapellaurel.com



Cemetery Details

Sharon Cemetery

4375 Sharon Road
Laurel, MS 39443

Previous Events
Visitation

FEB 24. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Memory Chapel Funeral Home

3100 Audubon Drive

P. O. Box 674

Laurel, MS 39440

(601) 428-5235
memorychapel@comcast.net
https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/

Service

FEB 25. 10:00 AM (CT)

First Baptist Church of Sharon
4375 Sharon Road
Laurel, MS 39443


mailto:memorychapel@comcast.net
https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/

Tribute Wall

L William
Toler So sorry to learn of Mr Blackwells passing. | will be praying for you
all.

Joey Toler

William Toler - March 01, 2022 at 06:33 AM

The Karns family sends our condolences to the Blackwell family and
are so sorry for your loss. Prayers for comfort, strength and peace.

Jeanne Karns - February 24, 2022 at 03:48 PM

So sorry for your loss. Praying for your family and friends. God
bless you with peace and comfort during these days.

Amy And Phil Williams - February 24, 2022 at 09:35 AM



