John Jefferson Roberts, Jr.

June 17, 1937 - November 26, 2020

John Jefferson Roberts, Jr. “JJ” passed away at home on November 26, 2020,
surrounded by family. He was born in Toomsuba, MS on June 17, 1937. He
was 83 years old.

John attended Jones County Junior College. He moved to Jones County,
where he went to work with the Sheriff's Office as a Deputy Sheriff (1975-
1981) under Sheriff George Chancellor and was then promoted to Chief
Deputy for his remaining time there. He ran for Justice Court Judge
unsuccessfully, and went to work for the Laurel Police Department (1982-
2000) in the Emergency Communications Center until he retired. Prior to this
service, he served and retired from the United States Navy after 20 years. He
joined the United States Navy in 1954 where he served on several ships, most
notably the USS Enterprise (CVAN-65) where he was over the radar system
for the ship in the Combat Information Center. He served five tours during the
Vietnam Conflict and was on board the Enterprise during the Cuban Missile
Crisis, and when an accident occurred on January 15, 1969, aboard the
Carrier as she was sailing in the Pacific Ocean about 70 miles southwest of
Pearl Harbor, killing numerous crew members. He retired in 1974 as a Petty
Officer First Class (E-6), after teaching Radar School at Great Lakes Naval
Station, lllinois, for 4 years,

JJ is survived by his wife, Jean Roberts; daughter, Patty Sherman; sons, John
Roberts and John Jason Roberts; two grandsons, Zack Sherman and John
Micheal Roberts; three granddaughters, Jessica Sherman, Lori Roberts, and



Kimberly Roberts; one sister, Pearlie Mae Crawford; and one brother, Charles
Roberts.

John was preceded in death by his father, John Jefferson Roberts Sr.; mother,
Pearl Roberts Knight; sister, Pauline Talley; and brothers, James, Doc, and
Roy Roberts and Danny Knight.

Visitation will be held at Memory Chapel Funeral Home on Monday, November
30, 2020 at 10 a.m. and a graveside service will follow at Myrick Cemetery at
12 noon.

To sign the online guest book, visit www.memorychapellaurel.com.



Cemetery Details

Myrick Cemetery

1490 Lower Myrick Road
Laurel, MS 39443

Previous Events
Visitation

NOV 30. 10:00 AM (CT)

Memory Chapel Funeral Home

3100 Audubon Drive

P. O. Box 674

Laurel, MS 39440

(601) 428-5235
memorychapel@comcast.net
https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/

Graveside Service

NOV 30. 12:00 PM (CT)

Myrick Cemetery
1490 Lower Myrick Road
Laurel, MS 39443


mailto:memorychapel@comcast.net
https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/

Tribute Wall

John was my grandfather and he was the man | always looked up to
when growing up. He taught me how to fish and shoot guns and
many other great things. John or as all of the kids called him "Papa”
did so much in his life and we all miss him as he was apart of the
light in his family. He never was sad and always had a joke to say.
He truly was a great man.

john michael roberts - January 12, 2024 at 10:24 PM
ROBERT'S FAMILY, | AM SO SORRY TO HEAR OF JJ'S
PASSING. HE WAS MY DISPATCH PARTNER WHEN | FIRST
STARTED AT LAUREL POLICE DEPT.. A GREAT MAN AND A
REAL JOY TO WORK WITH EVER DAY. WILL HAVE EVERYONE
IN MY THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS. SUSAN VARNER

Susan Varner - November 30, 2020 at 11:06 AM

So sorry for your loss. Prayers for you all.

Nancy - November 28, 2020 at 07:19 PM



Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of John Jefferson Roberts, Jr..

November 28, 2020 at 12:17 PM

My prayers are with each of the family’s pray for GODS COMFORT
AND STRENGTH TO ALL LOVE TO JEAN AND FAMILY WILL BE
PRAYING FOR Y’ALL

mary busby - November 28, 2020 at 09:40 AM


https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

