With heavy hearts and profound gratitude for a life well-lived, the family
announces the peaceful passing of our beloved Ginny into the loving arms of
her Savior Jesus Christ. She lived her entire life with this journey in view. Her
family and those who knew her take comfort in knowing she is walking with
God and her soul is at peace.

Mary Virginia Risher-Traylor was born Oct. 27, 1941. She was affectionately
known as Ginny to most people but adoringly named “GG” by her grandkids.
Ginny was a devoted daughter, sister, wife, mother, grandmother, friend and a
spiritual leader to many. She embraced a life guided by a faith that was awe
inspiring by those who witnessed it daily. She embodied the teachings of
Christ through her gentle spirit, unwavering kindness and boundless love for
others.

She attended George S. Gardiner High School in Laurel. The beginning of a
lifelong love story with a fellow student Wayne Traylor started at this high
school. Her incredible thirst for knowledge led her to study at the University of
Southern Mississippi. Her vibrant spirit and innate leadership, apparent from
being head cheerleader in high school and college, to being elected president
of the Tri Delta Sorority.

She received many prestigious awards for her academic achievements as



well. Her family would swear she was born with a book in her hand and her
ability to focus while reading was uncanny. After graduation, she worked for
the National Organization of the Tri Delta Sorority, allowing her to travel to
various university chapters in the U.S.

Wayne and Ginny’s love story continued from high school and they were
married on July 12, 1964. She was a French and history teacher at R.H.
Watkins High School in Laurel for four years. After the birth of her three
daughters, she found a career in real estate and managed Vintage Realty and
Interiors. She eventually purchased this business and was a successful
business owner doing something she loved.

The Traylor family had to put life as they knew it on hold when their oldest
daughter Tracy was in a tragic car accident. She was in a coma for eight
months and suffered a traumatic head injury. After years of therapy and
rehabilitation, Tracy transitioned home to live out her life. Tracy required total
care, from being unable to feed herself, walk on her own or even
communicate. Wayne and Ginny with their unwavering and unconditional love
and support provided Tracy with all of her needs and facilitated a home
environment where all three of their daughters felt loved and nurtured.

While home as Tracy’s caregiver they created some jewelry that incorporated
Christian symbols and teachings. This became not only a therapeutic activity
for Tracy but grew into a worldwide ministry that touched so many lives and
hearts. Wayne and Ginny’s unshakeable love for each other and ability to face
the challenges and hurdles are a testament to their unfading love and respect
for each other. They exemplified the virtues of selflessness and complete faith
in God, and are truly inspiring to all who know them.

Ginny’s walk with God was not merely a belief but a way of life that guided her
every action and was a beacon of hope to everyone she encountered. Her



deep understanding and knowledge of the Scriptures made her jewelry, Bible
studies, Sunday school classes and her two published books are just a few
examples of her faith, integrity and amazing capability to live a life to the
fullest.

Ginny was preceded in death by her parents Lindsay and Ruby Lee Risher;
and sister Alice Rose Risher-Bell.

She is survived by her husband Wayne Traylor; her daughters Tracy, Janie
and Susie; along with her grandkids Della and Reed.

Her memory will forever remain in the hearts of her family and friends, who
were profoundly touched by her grace, wisdom and unconditional love.

A graveside service for family will be in the Erata gravesite on Wednesday,
July 24, at 9:30 a.m. A celebration of Ginny Traylor’s life will follow at
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Laurel at 2 p.m. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that donations be made to French Camp Academy and/or The
Batson Children’s Hospital at the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

The family also thanks the nurses and caregiving staff at The Claiborne in
Hattiesburg, Memory Care Unit and The Heart of Hospice staff for showering
her with such love and comfort. They also provided the family reassurance
and support during Ginny’s struggle with Vascular Dementia.

We take comfort in knowing that Ginny has now been called to her eternal
home, where she will rejoice in the presence of her Lord and Savior. May her
soul rest in peace, and may her legacy of faith continue to shine brightly in our
lives.



"Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises
her: 'Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all." - Proverbs
31:28-29



Cemetery Details

Erata Cemetery

Erata Rd. at Hwy 11 N
Erata, MS 39443

Previous Events

Graveside Service

JUL 24. 9:30 AM (CT)

Erata Cemetery
Erata Rd. at Hwy 11 N
Erata, MS 39443

Service

JUL 24. 2:00 PM (CT)

Westminster Presbyterian Church
1200 Hwy 15 North
Laurel, MS 39440

Visitation

JUL 24. 2:45 PM (CT)

Westminster Presbyterian Church
1200 Hwy 15 North
Laurel, MS 39440






Tribute Wall

Ginny was on the staff of the National Cheerleaders Association
with me. She was a good friend and an excellent NCA cheerleading
instructor.

Susie Sadler Grosvenor - February 05, 2025 at 08:38 PM

Mrs. Traylor will always be Peter Pan to me. She livened up a room
with her joyful energy. May the peace of the Lord bring comfort to
her loved ones.

Robin James Boudwin - October 12, 2024 at 09:26 PM

| am saddened this morning to read of Ginny's passing. She had
been my French teacher and was also our realtor when we sold our
Laurel home to move to Meridian. | am blessed to have and still
treasure a couple of PRIMS necklaces that she and Tracy
fashioned. Praying blessings over the family.

Janet L. Berg - August 15, 2024 at 11:24 AM
I have find memories of Ginny when we were in high school. May
your joyful memories you shared with Ginny ease your hearts. Jane

Upton Henderson

Jane Upton Henderson - July 29, 2024 at 11:20 PM



Wayne- I'm so sorry. Ginny was a good friend all through High
School and I will miss her as I'm sure you will much more. Mac
Flowers

Mac Flowers - July 26, 2024 at 09:47 AM

Ginny and Wayne were our wonderful youth group leaders. The
whole family welcomed us into their home each week. | learned so
much from them. Such a loving, devoted, fun, wise couple. Ginny
taught me so much about having a real, personal relationship with
Jesus that has carried me through. | know she is rejoicing with her
savior now. Wayne and girls, | love you and pray God’s peace,
strength and comfort to blanket you all. Nancy Hendricks Singleton

Nancy Singleton - July 24, 2024 at 08:33 PM
She was a light in every room she entered, both physically and
metaphorically. May her memory be an inspiration to each of us.
Sandra Stevens Finley - July 24, 2024 at 11:45 AM
I will always remember Ginny for her contagious laugh and her
exuberance for life. My condolences to Wayne, his daughters and to
all who loved this remarkable woman. Ginny was a person who can

be remembered well.

Linda Parker Foshee - July 24, 2024 at 11:40 AM



Though | moved from Laurel almost 40 years ago | remember and
treasure Ginny’s huge impact on my spiritual life as friend and SS
teacher. Prayers for all who are grieving.

Linda Buschlen - July 24, 2024 at 08:43 AM

I met Ginny only once, but she had a profound impact on my life. Her
honesty, faith, love, devotion, and desire to follow Christ were readily
apparent. | marveled and gave God glory for the ways He strengthened
and sustained her. Several years after meeting Ginny, | read her book -
Prayers and Thoughts During a Time of Affliction. I'm so grateful that
she penned her thoughts for several years after Tracy's accident. Her
writings were of tremendous help to me when | was experiencing
challenging circumstances of my own. I still pull her book of the shelf
from time to time. | would love to know where | could get more copies
to share with friends. What a legacy of joy and love she leaves.

Joy Lurate - June 05, 2025 at 12:47 PM



