
Sheila Adrian Gwin
August 23, 1951 - August 23, 2016

Sheila Adrian Gwin passed away unexpectedly last week. She was preceded
in death by her parents, Dr. John V. Gwin and Catherine Larkin Gwin. 

A passionate advocate for animal rights, over the years Sheila took numerous
animals into her home. She fed them, provided medical care and loved them
while attempting to find permanent homes for these forgotten animals. Her
devotion to animal rescue had no limits. During Hurricane Katrina she not only
went to the Gulf Coast and assisted in rescue, she rescued several dogs,
brought them to her home and made them part of her family. 

As a native to Laurel, Sheila was very active during High School at RH
Watkins, graduating in 1969. Music and tennis were her forte and she excelled
at these events. After graduation she attended LSU as a music major. In
addition, she attended University of Southern Mississippi and Northwestern
University in Chicago. These college pursuits were to allow her to follow her
dream to move to NYC. 

 

True to her dream she arrived in NYC following college and lived there for
many years. During her tenure in the Big Apple she worked as an Assistant
Producer for CBS news 60 Minutes. Later she moved to Washington DC and
continued work in television with ABC. 

 



Due to the poor health of her parents, Sheila came home to Laurel to care for
John and Catherine. Again she demonstrated her generous and unselfish
heart. After her parents passed away she decided to stay in Laurel and
continued work as a Paralegal. 

She is survived by her brother, Dan Gwin and sister-in-law, Diane Gwin,
nephew, Jason Gwin and wife Jennifer Gwin, grand- nieces Breanna Tolbert
and Aubry Rose Gwin, all of Laurel. She is survived by her sister, Eileen Gwin
Austin and husband Jay Austin of Montrose, Colorado and nephew Jay Austin
Jr and wife Jingran Wang Austin and son Tenne SiJing Austin, of Stockholm,
Sweden. 

 

There are numerous relatives across the country and friends who shared
Sheila’s friendship. The family would like to thank everyone for their kind
words and remembrances. In lieu of flowers the family requests that memorial
donations be made to the Southern Cross Animal Rescue or to the Animal
Rescue League of Laurel or Shelter of your choice. Please join us for a
Celebration of Sheila’s life this Saturday, September 3 from 10 am to 1 pm at
The Hitchin’ Poste/ Cajun Kitchen, 1707 Hwy 184 East in Laurel.
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Gina Neville Boyd - August 30, 2016 at 07:34 AM

So sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you during
this difficult time. I will always remember Sheila's kindness and
friendship in New York City. I followed her on Facebook as she
worked diligently caring for forgotten animals. Rest in Peace sweet
friend. Gina Neville Boyd

D.j. Speaks - September 03, 2016 at 09:16 AM

Sheila and I shared Many Adventures since 1984. Some of them funny,
some of them crazy, some of them heartwarming, some of them sad,
but all part of the fabric of our friendship and Who We Are. Sheila
affected so many people's lives for the better including so many of the
Little Critters. Sister I'll miss you but I'll see you soon at the Rainbow
Bridge with all our family of Critters. Dixie

Vickie Bell - August 29, 2016 at 07:14 PM

Love Mrs Shelia, she was there for my family , when I didn't know
what to do, she stepped in giving her support. Color was no issue,
she loved my children, always coming over with birthday and xmas
gifts for the children . I was saddened by this news, who am I gonna
vent too now. I remember Katrina, she invited me over, no power,
and she handed me a glass of wine to comfort me. I can go on and
on about Mrs Shelia because we vented together. lol. Gonna miss
this lady. God Bless.


