
Vester Harry James
October 19, 1936 - August 1, 2017

Mr. Harry James, age 80, went to be with his heavenly Father on August 1,
2017 surrounded by his family. 

Harry was born in Thornwell, Louisiana, on October 19, 1936. He graduated
from high school in Fairhope, Alabama, in 1954. Four years later, he married
his sweetheart Margaret and entered the Army. 

Harry served in the Army in El Paso, where he was named Instructor of the
Year, until 1960 when he began working for Ratheon Corporation in Huntsville,
Alabama. After a year in Korea working for the U.S. government's missile
department, he worked at Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville for ten years as an
instructor on the Hawk Missile System. The following year, he served as
Technical Coordinator for Army Missile Command activities in the Pacific from
Oahu, Hawaii. Upon retirement in 1974, he and his family moved to Stringer,
MS. He became an instructor at Jones Junior College in the electronics
department as well as worked for the Mississippi Forestry Commission as a
Communications Officer. 

In his spare time, Harry performed as a member of the Lawmen Quartet, the
Gospel Strings, and Foxfire. He served as Minister of Music at numerous
churches from the time he was 19, influencing countless numbers of choir and
church members through his talent. He taught Sunday School, guitar, and



taught himself how to build musical instruments, ending his career having built
over 120 guitars and resonator guitars distributed to all 50 states and several
countries. He could play any instrument that had strings and played every
chance he got. He also raised horses for many years, and enjoyed carpentry,
building bookcases, birdhouses, and many other useful items. 

He never lost his love for reading and kept up with the latest best-sellers as
well as his beloved westerns. He had a robust sense of humor that was
appreciated by all who knew him. He will be sorely missed by all of us who
loved him dearly. 

 

Survivors include his wife of 59 years, Margaret; children Connie (Ronnie) and
Kenny (Gayle); four grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; five sisters &
brothers-in-law; and a host of nieces and nephews. He is preceded in death
by his parents, Troy and Clara James; and brother, Harlan James. 

 Visitation will be held at First Baptist Church of Sharon on Thursday, August 3,
2017 beginning at 12 noon with the funeral service following at 1 p.m.
Interment will be at Antioch Cemetery in Jasper County. Matt Olson, Randy
McHan and Harold Ishee will officiate. 
To sign the online guest book, visit www.memorychapellaurel.com.



Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 3. 12:00 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church of Sharon
4375 Sharon Road
Laurel, MS 39443

Service

AUG 3. 1:00 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church of Sharon
4375 Sharon Road
Laurel, MS 39443
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Russell Heys - November 19, 2017 at 01:32 AM

I never met Harry, I didn't need to, his dimeanor on the phone told
me everything. In the past 10 years I bought 2 of his guitars which
he sent to New Zealand, one I still have and play regularly in our
local Bluegrss band. To Margaret, all his friends and family please
accept my deepest symapathies, but I can't help thinking that he's in
the better home awaiting in the sky, you all know the words. 

  
best wishes 

 Russ Heys Tauranga New Zealand 19 Nov 2017

Ronald Dykes - August 14, 2017 at 05:43 PM

On behalf of my mother and father, Lydia and Burl Dykes, Anne and
I share our prayers for Ms. James and the James family. My father
and Harry shared a professional life in our country's missile defense
activities and he and my mother enjoyed their friendship with Harry
and Margaret. 
 
Ronald (Ron) and Anne Dykes, Atlanta, GA.

marshall dearman - August 03, 2017 at 05:04 PM

Connie, am so sorry to hear about your Dad, I know you loved him
so, and will be surely missed by your family. Marshall & Marie
Dearman
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Sandra Clark Tew - August 03, 2017 at 09:42 AM

I am so very sorry to hear of Harry's passing into the arms of Jesus.
It was always such a pleasure to hear him sing with my dad and
mom, Joe and Athalene Clark, in Soso or Sandersville, Rose Hill or
wherever they may go. Such a talented man and will be missed by
many. May God wrap His loving arms around you, family, and give
you the strength and memories to carry on. Love and prayers. 
 
Sandra (Clark) Tew and family

August 02, 2017 at 09:03 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Vester Harry James.

Arlene Sharpe Libby Crosslin, Leigh Anne Birdwell - August
02, 2017 at 03:46 PM

Arlene Sharpe Libby Crosslin, Leigh Anne
Birdwell purchased the Garden of Memories for
the family of Vester Harry James.
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https://www.memorychapellaurel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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